
SELECT COMMITTEE REVIEW

COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT SCHEME

Wednesday 11 January 2017 (Reconvened Meeting 30 November 2016)
2.00 pm
Council House, Plymouth

Members:
Councillor Bowie, Chair.
Councillors Ball, Fletcher, Fry, James, Morris, Penberthy and Tuohy.

Members are invited to attend the above meeting to consider the items of business overleaf.

This meeting will be broadcast live to the internet and will be capable of subsequent repeated 
viewing. By entering the Warspite Room and during the course of the meeting. Councillors are 
consenting to being filmed and to the use of those recordings for webcasting.

The Council is a data controller under the Data Protection Act. Data collected during this 
webcast will be retained in accordance with the authority’s published policy.

For further information on webcasting, attending Council meetings and how to engage in the 
democratic process please follow this link http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/accesstomeetings

Tracey Lee
Chief Executive

Democratic and Member Support
Chief Executive’s Department
Plymouth City Council
Ballard House
Plymouth  PL1 3BJ

Please ask for  Helen Wright
T 01752 304022/307903
E Democratic Adviser
www.plymouth.gov.uk/democracy
Published 20/12/16
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Select Committee Review

Agenda

1. Apologies  

To receive apologies for non-attendance submitted by Members.

2. Declarations of Interest  

Members will be asked to make any declarations of interest in respect of items on this 
agenda.

3. Chair's Urgent Business  

To receive reports on business, which in the opinion of the Chair, should be brought 
forward for urgent consideration.

4. Select Committee Review:  Council Tax Support Scheme:  

4a.     Select Committee Review Plan (Pages 1 - 2)

4b.     Supporting Information: Evidence Briefing (Citizens Advice) (Pages 3 - 38)

4c.     Supporting Information: Council Tax Support Scheme (Cabinet 
         Report 17 January 2017)

(To Follow)



V2 01/08/16 OFFICIAL

SELECT COMMITTEE REVIEW PLAN
Overview and Scrutiny

SELECT COMMITTEE TOPIC

COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT SCHEME

Raised by  - Member Request – Councillor Chris Penberthy

Date - 30 November 2016

Purpose of Review

The Council Tax Support (CTS) scheme is designed to provide help households with low income and 
with limited savings to reduce their council tax liability. Local CTS schemes replaced the then 
nationally administered Council Tax Benefit in 2013.
Devon authorities have worked together on their schemes since the responsibility for council tax 
support (previously known as council tax benefit) moved from national to local government. Eight 
changes have been proposed to revise the scheme for 2017/18, aligning it more closely with national 
welfare reforms. The proposed changes summarised below were subject to a 12 week consultation 
process - 

1. Removing the Family Premium for all new working age claimants
2. Reducing backdating for new claims to 1 month
3. To assume a set minimum income within the calculation of Council Tax Support for self-employed 

earners after a 1 year’s self-employment
4. Reducing the period a person can be absent from Great Britain and still receive Council Tax 

Support to 4 weeks
5. To remove the work related activity component in the calculation of the current scheme for new 

Employment and Support claimants
6. To limit the number of dependent children within the calculation for Council Tax Support to a 

maximum of 2

7. To remove entitlement to the Severe Disability Premium where someone with a disability is cared 
for by another person who receives Universal Credit with a Carer’s Element

8. To remove the additional earnings disregard and apply the standard earnings disregards regardless 
of hours worked to those claimants who receive Universal Credit

The Select Committee Review will – 

 consider the findings of the Council Tax Support Scheme consultation to inform the development 
of the new scheme 

 explore the impact on Plymouth residents of proposed changes to the local council tax support 
scheme 

 consider information from witnesses

The Review will make recommendations to Cabinet. 

Select Committee Membership



PLYMOUTH CITY COUNCIL

SELECT COMMITTEE REVIEW PLAN Page 2 of 2

(As of 09/11/16) Councillors Penberthy, Morris, Ball and James

Process

Methodology/Approach Single Select Committee Session to be held in the Council House with 
invited witnesses, presentation from officers and relevant paperwork. 

Sources of Information/Evidence Plymouth City Council 

Local Government Association

Consultation Exercises Initial feedback from summer consultation exercise. 

Witness/Expert Participation Witness will be sought from – 

Advice Plymouth

Child Poverty Cross-Party Working Group

 

Site Visits N/A 

Resource Requirements Will be met through existing scrutiny resources. 

Post Review

Reporting Process The panel will report into Cabinet

Agenda Deadline Monday 21st November 2016

Anticipated Completion Date Wednesday 30th November 2016

Draft Report Deadline Monday 21st November 2016

Meeting Frequency Single Session 

Dates of Meetings 30 November 2016

Further Information N/A
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